CONSERVATISM IN POWER
Chamberlain was justly congratulated on a great achievement. The
negotiations had by no means all been plain sailing and except that
Stresemann, who conducted them on the German side, was a man of
great courage and good sense, they could scarcely have been successful.
It was difficult to persuade the Germans, who saw their arsenals dis-
mantled, their army at zero, and their territory in occupation of French,
troops, that the French with their overwhelming force could be
seriously alarmed about their security. However much they may
have been resigned to the loss of Alsace-Lorraine, it required consider-
able courage on the part of their statesmen to enter into a formal
pledge never to seek their recovery by arms and, in addition, to
accept the demilitarization of the Rliineland as permanent. It is true
that the Germans themselves had thrown out the suggestion that in
certain circumstances they would be prepared to do these tilings, but
they looked for compensation in the evacuation of their territory and
the removal as quickly as possible of all disabilities which kept them in
the position of a conquered and inferior Power. Not without great
heart-searchings were the arguments of those who held that Germany
should bide her time and in the meantime " bite on granite " overcome,
and if the peace-makers prevailed it was on their assurance that German
" equality of status " had at last been formally acknowledged, that at
Locarno Stresemann had spoken, as an equal to equals, and that in
the League Germany would be on an equal footing with all the great
Powers. Most of all was this prospect held out in respect of
armaments, for the signatories of the Locarno Treaties declared their
opinion that by " bringing about a moral relaxation of the tension
between nations " and " strengthening peace and security in Europe,"
these Treaties would " hasten on effectively the disarmament provided
for in Article VIII of the Covenant of the League of Nations," and
undertook to " give their sincere co-operation to the work relating to
disarmament already undertaken by the League of Nations and to
seek the realization thereof in a general agreement." If so, the gross
inequality between Germany and other armaments would shortly be
redressed.
The graciousness of these proceedings was a little spoilt by a technical
hitch which postponed the entry of Germany into the Council of the
League, but this was only a passing incident. There were great
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